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Jeff Stroburg named finalist for regional Ernst & Young Entrepreneur Of The Year® award
Chairman, Chief Executive Officer of Renewable Energy Group nominated for leadership, innovation in
the renewable fuels and agriculture industries

(AMES, lowa) April 23, 2010—Renewable Energy Group® joins Ernst &Young in announcing the
nomination of Jeff Stroburg, Chairman and CEO, as a finalist for Entrepreneur Of The Year® award in the
Central Midwest.

Recently, Ernst & Young LLP announced its finalists for the Ernst & Young Entrepreneur Of The Year®
award in the Central Midwest region. This group of outstanding entrepreneurs was selected by an
independent judging panel made up of regional business, academic and community leaders. The Central
Midwest program recognizes companies based in Missouri, Kansas, lowa and Nebraska.

“Entrepreneurship is especially vital as our nation recovers from recession,” said Randy Buseman, Ernst
& Young Partner, Strategic Growth Markets. “These finalists create jobs in our area, encouraging healthy
growth, development and innovation in the local economy.”

In addition to his role as Chairman and CEO of North America’s largest biodiesel manufacturing and
marketing business, Stroburg serves as the President and CEO of West Central, Renewable Energy
Group’s predecessor company and of one of the nation’s largest farmer-owned cooperatives.

The Entrepreneur Of The Year program honors entrepreneurs regionally in June, leading up to the
national awards in November. Additionally, venture-backed companies that win an Entrepreneur Of The
Year award regionally are also eligible for the Venture Capital Award of Excellence on a national level.

The winners will be revealed at a gala event on June 2, 2010 at the Sheraton Overland Park Hotel.
Awards are given to entrepreneurs who demonstrate extraordinary success in the areas of innovation,
financial performance and personal commitment to their businesses and communities. Entrepreneurs
are nominated and evaluated by those in each region, including local business, academic and
community leaders.

This year, the Entrepreneur Of The Year awards program celebrates its 24th anniversary. The program
has expanded to recognize business leaders in over 135 cities in 50 countries throughout the world.

Awards are given to entrepreneurs who demonstrate extraordinary success in the areas of innovation,
financial performance and personal commitment to their businesses and communities. Entrepreneurs
are nominated and evaluated by those in each region, including local business, academic and
community leaders.

All regional honorees are invited to the national Entrepreneur Of The Year gala, hosted by Jay Leno, on
November 13, 2010 in Palm Springs, California. The gala is the culminating event of the Ernst & Young
Strategic Growth Forum®, the nation’s most prestigious gathering of high-growth, market-leading
companies. For more information on the Ernst & Young Strategic Growth Forum, please visit
www.ey.com/us/strategicgrowthforum.
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For more information, please contact Renewable Energy Group’s Alicia Clancy at (o) 515-239-8118; (m) 515-
450-9692 or alicia.clancy@regfuel.com
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About Renewable Energy Group®

Renewable Energy Group® (REG®) is a leader in the biodiesel industry by offering a complete biodiesel
solution. Committed to redefining quality, Renewable Energy Group markets REG-9000™ biodiesel,
which exceeds ASTM quality specifications, through existing nationwide diesel infrastructure, including
more than 20 terminal locations.

REG-9000 biodiesel is marketed through large petroleum companies and fuel distributors, and is utilized
by on-highway fleets, municipalities, and power generator, mining, military, home heating and
agriculture applications.

REG-9000 biodiesel is produced by REG network production facilities consisting of state-of-the-art,
proprietary multiple-feedstock technology. Renewable Energy Group offers procurement and risk

management, production operations, and technology services in addition to alternative feedstock

research and commercialization.

To learn more about Renewable Energy Group, Inc. please visit www.regfuel.com

About Ernst & Young’s Entrepreneur Of The Year

Ernst & Young’s Entrepreneur Of The Year is the world’s most prestigious business award for
entrepreneurs. The award makes a difference through the unique way it encourages entrepreneurial
activity among those with potential and recognizes the contribution of people who inspire others with
their vision, leadership and achievement. As the first and only truly global award of its kind, Ernst &
Young Entrepreneur Of The Year celebrates those who are building and leading successful, growing and
dynamic businesses, recognizing them through regional, national and global awards programs in more
than 135 cities in 50 countries.

For more information please contact: Wendy Fox, Ernst & Young, (612) 371-6703, wendy.fox@ey.com

About Ernst & Young

Ernst & Young is a global leader in assurance, tax, transaction and advisory services. Worldwide, our
144,000 people are united by our shared values and an unwavering commitment to quality. We make a
difference by helping our people, our clients and our wider communities achieve their potential.

For more information, please visit www.ey.com.

Ernst & Young refers to the global organization of member firms of Ernst & Young Global Limited, each
of which is a separate legal entity. Ernst & Young LLP is a client-serving member firm of Ernst & Young
Global Limited located in the U.S.

Sponsors

Founded and produced by Ernst & Young LLP, the Entrepreneur Of The Year awards are pleased to have
the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation and SAP America as national sponsors.

In the Central Midwest, sponsors include Lockton Companies, Inc. and Smart Business magazine. Locally,
the program is sponsored by Faegre & Benson LLP, Husch Blackwell Sanders LLP and Common Ground
Public Relations.



